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ANCIENT OBJECTS IN IRISH BOGS AND FARM LANDS

Their great number and importance and what the finders should do

The turf bogs of Ireland, which we owe to the sun, warmth and too
abundant rainfall of the remote past, are not only our main native
source of fuel but are quite remarkable for the way in which they
preserve all kinds of objects of wood, leather, bone, metal, and eve;l
woven materials. Indeed, the number of such things which have been
found already in Irish bogs is truly enormous : few other countries
in Europe can match ours in this respect. In this year of stress and
shortage of fuel much more turf must be cut and won than at any
previous time in the history of the country: millions of tons are
wanted and every bog must yield its quota.

In the very extensive cutting which will have to be done it is very
probable that more ancient things will come to light than in zm.y
single year before. The National Museum, which is the State institu-
tion concerned, is anxious that nothing of value found should he
lost or destroyed. With this object all Irish people will agree.

The proper place for ancient objects is the National Museum, which
is always ready to receive those it thinks of interest. Indeed, the
law, in the National Monuments Act of 1930, requires that the finder
of what is called an " archaeological object "-—a term which includes
all ancient movable things: tools, vessels, weapons, bones engraved
by hand, in fact any ancient manufactured article—shall report the
find to a member of the Gérda Sicchdna on duty in the district or to
the Keeper of Irish Antiquities in the National Museum in Dublin.
Let it be remembered that even an object which scems to the finder
to be cf little importance may give a useful clue to some aspect of
the life, manners, and customs of our remote ancestors ; nothing,
therefore, should be needlessly broken or thrown away. i

But not everyone knows what to do with an ancient object to keep
it whole and undamaged until it reaches the proper hands. Moreover
the Museum wants most the objects of which the positions are best
known ; that is to say, those of which the exact spot and depth below
the surface are exactly known. Finds like these are the most useful
to the specialist in the Museum who is trying to piece together a
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picture of the life and times of the people before written records or
the dim, early periods of history. The turf cutter is asked, therefore,
not only to keep his eyes open for objects in the bog, but to note just
where and at what depth he finds them.

Let him remember that a wooden or leather article will shrink and
crack if left to dry in the sun or wind and should be kept moist ; that
a pottery vessel is easily broken and most probably contains only
some human ashes and perhaps a bit of bronze, but seldom or never
gold, and should be treated very tenderly and not emptied. Of course
gold objects have been found in bogs and other places and the fortu-
nate finder should remember that they have, if genuinely ancient,
a greater value to the Museum than that of their mere weight. He
should not delay—for his own sake—in reporting his find at once to
the Gdrda or the Museum directly or through the supervisor if there
be one.

What then should the turf cutter do if he discovers some ancient
object during his work ? Three things not difficult to remember :—

First, if the object must be removed then and there to allow the
work to go on, he should take it out whole as carefully as he can,
malking a note of where he found it and how far it was below the level
of the bog. If he can leave it in its place for a few days, to give the
Museum official a chance to see it there, so much the better. Some
of the turf mould in which it actually lay should be kept with it.

second, if the object is of wood, leather, or some woven material
Le should keep it damp in wet turf or moss in a safe place until it
can be treated by the expert.

Third, he or hLis supervisor should tell the nearest Gardai about
the find as soon as he possibly can, or write to the Keeper of Irish
Antiquities, National Museum, Dublin, about it, giving his name
and address and the name of the townland in which the find was
made. The letter need not be stamped.

The National Museum pays the best possible compensation for
the objects which it wishes to get and finders may be sure of the
fairest treatment.
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But how can a finder know that the object he finds is a genuine
relic of the past? He is not learned in these things and, except for a
feeling he has that the thing is an old one he cannot be sure about
it. It is to help him that the drawings and descriptions to be found in
the following pages have been made and written : the pictures show
a variety of objects of all kinds chosen out of the many which have
been, found in the past, and should help him to recognize others as
well which may not be exactly similar.

OBJECTS OF PRECIOUS METAL

The precious metals, gold and silver, are so well known in appearance
that it has not been thought necessary to illustrate them in this
small booklet. Even though such finds are rare there have come from
Irish bogs a variety of gold objects :—thin plates and embossed discs
of beaten gold, sometimes ornamented ; the thin, crescent, moon-
shaped ornaments called lunulae; gorgets (neck ornaments) and
bracelets of different sizes, the open forms of which may be recognized
by the way in which their free ends are spread into a sort of cup
or navel shape ; solid or hollow beads or even balls ; earrings, often
of twisted form ; neck-rings like very large thin bracelets : finger
rings, plain, coiled or ornamented, etc. The forms which gold objects
may take are very numerous indeed.

Coins whether of gold or silver, belong to much later times than
the gold objets mentioned, but they too have an historical value
rather greater than that of their mere weight.

Silver objects are even more rarely found than those of gold, but
bracelets and brooches of the metal have come to light from time to
time, besides matrices or moulds for impressing wax seals, a purpose
for which bronze was also used. Silver is sometimes found inlaid
into bronze and iron articles as a decoration.

No object of metal of any kind, gold, silver, copper, bronze or iron
sheuld be cleaned wp in any way or filed, when found : it is of far
wore value when untouched.

A WORD TO THE FARMER

It is not only in the bogs that ancient objects are found ; farm lands
have also yielded many such from time to time. Apart from scientific
excavations—which can only be carried out under licences granted
for the puipose, and these only to specially skilled and trained persons
—the ordinary operations of agriculture, particularly tillage and
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drainage, uncover similar things. Almost all of the objects illustrated
—especially burial cists and pottery but excluding those of crudely

shaped flint (page 11) leather (page 20), or wood (page 24)—have
been found in farm land as well as in the bogs.

The farmer should look out for them and tell the Géarda or the
National Museum about them without delay.

It frequently happens that a plough strikes a flattish stone or flag
at about six or nine inches below the surface of the ground. Such
stones have often proved to be the covers of burial cists like 9 and 10
on page 19. The farmer should not destroy them but should report

‘his find at once in order that the Museum expert should come and

make an examination. It is particularly important that the earthen-
ware pot, vessel or urn, which many of the cists contain (see again
9 and 10, page 19) should not be broken or emptied or, indeed, touched
at all. Despite the old story these pots do not contain gold.

FOLK OBJECTS

As well as ancient objects which are dug up in agricultural work or
turf cutting there are others to which attention is here drawn : the
more recent representatives of Irish culture which are called folk
objects. These are the everyday things used by our parents and
grandparents ; their domestic utensils, their dress, their furniture,
farm implements of every kind, gear used in spinning and weaving,
for lighting their houses and thatching their roofs, for fishing and
boating and hunting, tools used for the crafts of leather, wood and
iron working ; in fact, everything which illustrates the life of times
not very long past but now rapidly being forgotten. All these things are
of value for historical reasons and the National Museum will always
be glad tc hear about them.

ANCIENT TIMES

The prehistoric and early historic times mentioned often in these

“pages are—for convenience—divided by scholars into different Ages
-or Periods, for Ireland, roughly as follows : —

The Early Bronze Age from 1800 to 1400 B.C.
Middle W » o 1400 to 900 B.C.
Late & i w S to about 250 B.C.
Iron Age » 250 B.C. to 500 A.D.
Early Christian Period 500 A.D. to 1050 A.D.
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STONE OBJECTS

FLINT TOOLS AND WEAPONS
(See p. 11)

Amongst the most ancient objects are those of stone, either of the
hard, smooth, creamy, yellow or brownish material flint or of some
other rock nearly as hard and durable.

The three larger, roughly shaped objects shown opposite are flint
tools of a very ancient kind, belonging to the Stone Age. Their
crudity is in strong contrast to those numbered 1 to 10 which belong
to more advanced stages in civilization, the last three certainly to
the Early Bronze Age. All of them are small ; 8 is but one and a half
inches long and 10, the largest, is six and a half inches in length.
All, except 9 and 10 which are spear or lance points, are arrow-heads.
10 is a very thin, fine and beautifully chipped object. Little fiints
made for scraping hides or boring holes are also often found.

Flint should not be confused with quartz which is a chalky white,
glistening material or with chert, a black material which also glistens
and is sometimes used for crude tools.
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STONE WEAPONS AND IMPLEMENTS
(See p. 12)

Among those shown opposite 1 to 4 are Stone and Bronze Age
polished stone axes, of a tapering, long-oval shape brought to a quite
sharp cutting edge. 5 and 6 are—probably—battle-axes of the Early
Bronze Age, 6 being a well-formed, polished example. 7 is a stone
hammer of the same period, while 8 and 9 belong to early Christian"
times, the former being spindle whorls and the latter a whetstone
with a groove.

Besides those shown other stone tools are oiten found :—choppers
like the axes but broader, flatter and biggér; stone lamps, rather
rounded stones with a hollow for oil ; weights and sinkers for nets ;
the round hand-mills called querns or the flat but slightly hellowed
‘saddle  querns with their bolster-like rubbing stones. Bracelets ot
w lignite, a dark, almost coal-black stone, come to light and carved

figures of crude and simple form may vet be found.
i Beads
Coloured glass beads (not illustrated) are found in many forms as
l also are beads'of amber, a precious imported material of the colour
‘ of dark honey.
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BRONZE AND IRON AXES, ETC.
(See p. 15)

Axes and the like of the Bronze and Iron Ages are fairly often

found. The earliest, which were first of copper but later of bronze, are

of the almost flat form shown at 1 but (unlike it) are not always deco-
rated. At 2 a later type is shown. It has top and bottom flanges
intended to grip securely the forked top end of the wooden handle,
and 3 is a further improvement, with cross or ‘stop’ ridges about
midway in its length against which came the ends of the wood fork.
The ridges thus helped to prevent the handle being split. The still
later socketed type of axe is shown at 4, complete with its wooden
handle.

A common weapon of the Early Bronze Age was the halbert, 3,
which was fixed after the same manner as a pick at the end of a long
staff. An iron knife, 6, and an axe of the same material, 7, are also
shown.
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BRONZE WEAPONS
(See p. 16)

Bronze swords, daggers and spear heads are amongst the most
beautifully formed weapons of the Bronze Age. The leaf-shaped
sword 1, is typical. Another form is the rapier (thrusting sword),
or long dagger, 2. Both, of course, had hilts, probably of bone, horn,
or wood, fixed to the bronze by rivets.

Spear heads 3, 4, and 5 are of the Late Bronze Age. Note the
openings in the blade of 4 and the loops on the socket of 5.

The flat triangular dagger 6 is an early form but the socketed kuife,
or dagger, 7, belongs to the Late Bronze Age.
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POTTERY AND BURIAL CISTS
(See p. 19)

Throughout the Bronze Age—ifrom about 1800 B.C. to about 250
B.C.—most burjals are accompanied by pots or urns of various shapes
and sizes. Some of these pots may be found in the bogs but they,
and the stone cists, are more usually found in better land, or in gravel
banks.

Of those illustrated opposite 1, 2, 3, and 4 are what are known as
“ food-vessels " and belongs to the Middle Bronze Age, 3 being of a
large type and used to contain the cremated (burnt) bones of a human
burial. 5 served the same purpose. 6 and 7 are also burial urns but
of Late Dronze Age date, the former being what is called an
“encrusted ” wrn because the decoration is added to the outside
surface of the pot.

A small stone burial cist is shown at 8, containing an urn inverted
over burnt bones, while at 9 is a somewhat similar cist, but larger,
with a food-vessel beside a crouched human skeleton. These cists
had flat stones covering them in.
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BRONZE, BONE AND LEATHER OBJECTS
(See p. 20)

Very fine and often large cauldrons of bronze, made of sheets
closely riveted together as in 1, have been found in bogs. They belong
to the end of the Late Bronze Age and are very important articles,

Bone objects, of which perhaps the commonest are combs similar
to 2 and 3, made up of several pieces pinned together and decorated
with incised ornaments, are likely to be found. So also are pieces of
bone like 5, a fragment upon which a metal worker has tried out his
decorations. The slighter slips of bone decorated with Iron Age
ornament, drawn with a compass as in 6, may appear. Other objects
of the same material which have come from bogs include spoons, pins,
pendants, beads, harp pegs, even chessmen and draughts pieces.

Leather is remarkably well preserved in the bogs, and shoes, of which
4 is onc example, will probably be dug up. The rarer garments of

skin have been discovered in the past and would be specially

interesting, as would those of woollen or other woven materials.
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PINS AND BROOCHES
(See p. 23) ~

The ring-headed pins, 1 to 8, shown opposite, are of bronze but
belong to the Early Christian Period, as do the two penannular
brooches, 9 and 10, examples of a large class, which includes some
that are quite plain and others as highly ornamented as is the well-
known Tara brooch. The ends of the ring of 9 are simplified animal
heads, while those of 10 are decorated and were filled with coloured
enamels.
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WOODEN OBIJECTS
(See p. 24)
Everybody is familiar with the hog-oak and pine found in most

bogs ; it is preserved in the moist peat in a wonderful wav. So also
are many wooden objects of ancient manufacture,
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An ox-yoke, well shaped to fit over the animals’ necks, is shown at
1, page 24. 2 is a specially fine example of the wooden mether or
drinking cup. No trap for deer has yet been found in Ireland but it
is not unlikely that one will come to light. Such might be similar to 3
which is a sketch of an otter trap, meant to snap on the leg of the
animal. It is made of a heavy log of wood pierced in the centre by a
long slot into which fits a small flap worked by a ‘spring ’ of wood.

4 15 a milk vessel made out of one piece of wood except for the
bottom, which is separately fitted in, and a small lid.

Among other wooden things which will probably be found are :—
shields, spoons, barrels built up of staves and boxes cut out of blocks
of wood. ILarger boxes, tree-trunk coffins, covered, perhaps, by a
small heap of stones in the bog may yet be found. Such a find would
be very important indeed. Dug-outs or canoes, to say nothing of the
oars belonging to them will probably appear.

In more than one bog roadways of logs or planks—toghers—have
been uncovered, as also have the much larger erections, the Cranndgs
or artificial island dwellings, marked by rows of pointed stakes or
piles and lavers of woven brushwood. Ilagstone causeways may also
be found. All these are very important and should be reported at
once, so that the Museum expert may see them before they are removed,
if this must be done ; if it is at all possible it would be better to leave
them alone altogether until they can be thoroughly examined.

As has been said already, every effort should be made to keep wooden
objeets oist until the exper! can handle and treat thew.
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